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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 PM-04 FI-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SCCT-01 SY-05 USSS-00 

AID-05 OMB-01 SAM-01 SAB-01 10-10 DHA-02 ACDA-05 /100W 

059883 

OP021605Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6036 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
DIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
CIA WASHDC PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 BEIRUT 1 1043 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE 
SUB J : ZAHLE SITREP 

REF: (A) BEIRUT 10906; (B) BEIRUT 10950; (C) BEIRUT 10963 

1. SUMMARY: ZAHLE EXPERIENCED FURTHER VIOLENCE DURING THE 
PAST FEW DAYS. ADDITIONAL STRINGENT SECURITY MEASURES APPEAR 
TO HAVE BROUGHT THE AREA BACK UNDER CONTROL AS OF 1200 HOURS 
(LOCAL) SEPT 2, BUT THE SITUATION IS STILL EXTREMELY TOUCHY. 
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REPERCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN FELT IN BEIRUT, PARTICULARLY AS FEDAYEEN 
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OF UNDETERMINED ORGANIZATIONAL LOYALTY HAVE BLOCKED THE AIRPORT 
ROAD ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN RECENT DAYS. THE CAPITAL HAS 
BEEN AFFECTED ONLY MARGINALLY UP TO NOW. ALTHOUGH TENSIONS ARE 
HIGH. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE GOL HAS NOT YET CALMED THE SITUATION AT ZAHLE, DESPITE 
THE STRINGENT SECURITY MEASURES REPORTED REF C. THE DEATH 
TOLL CONTINUES TO MOUNT AND HAS REACHED WELL OVER A SCORE. 
FIGHTING SPREAD DURING THE NIGHT OF SUNDAY MONDAY TO OTHER 
PARTS OF THE SOUTHERN BEKAA VALLEY. THE INTERVENTION OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES HAS NOT BEEN FORCEFUL ENOUGH TO STOP THE 
SHOOTING, GIVING RISE TO CRITICISMS OF THEIR EFFECTIVENESS IN 
THE PRESS AND ELSEWHERE. 

3. INTERIOR MINISTER CAMILLE CHAMOUN, WHO HAD BEEN OUT OF 
THE PICTURE CONVALESCING FROMA MINOR OPERATION WHEN THE 
ZAHLE INCIDENT BEGAN, ARRIVED PERSONALLY ON THE SCENE SATURDAY 
AUG 30. HIS ACTIONS SINCE THEN HAVE HAD THE DOUBLE AIM OF 

(A) CLAMPING DOWN HARDER WITH SECURITY MEASURES IN AND 
AROUND ZAHLE AND (B) CONCILIATING THE WARRING FACTIONS THROUGH 
LEADERS FROM THE COMMUNITIES INVOLVED. THE SECURITY MEASURES 
ADOPTED INCLUDE CORDONING OFF ZAHLE. THERE IS A SPECIAL CHECK- 
POINT ON THE NEARBY BEIRUT-DAMASCUS HIGHWAY, ALTHOUGH THE 
HIGHWAY IS OPEN. CHAMOUN HAS ALSO REPORTEDLY SACKED THREE 
SECURITY OFFICERS FOR INEFFECTIVENESS, INCLUDING ONE WHO REFUSED 
TO CARRY OUT AN ORDER TO INTERVENE DIRECTLY IN A CLASH. AS FOR 
THE CONCILIATION EFFORT, IT CENTERS AROUND A "COMMITTEE OF 
COORDINATION" ONCLUDING SIX REPRESENTATIVES OF ZAHLE GROUPS 
PLUS THREE FEDAYEEN REPRESENTATIVES (TWO SAIQA AND ONE FATAH) 

AND ONE MEMBER OF THE "PROGRESSIVE FORCES '. 

4. THE SITUATION AS OF 1200 HOURS (LOCAL) SEPT 2 IS 
REPORTEDLY A BIT QUIETER THAN THE DAY BEFORE. THE SECURITY 
FORCES ARE APPARENTLY REACTING MORE VIGOROUSLY AND CONTINUE 
TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THEY CAN STABILIZE THE SITUATION. CER- 
TAIN ARMY UNITS STATIONED IN THE BEKAA HAVE BEEN EARMARKED 
TO REINFORCE THE SECURITY UNITS IF NECESSARY, BUT APART FROM 
SOME MOTOR PATROLS NORTH OF ZAHLE NO ARMY UNITS HAVE YET 
BEEN COMMITTED. THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF INTERNAL SECURITY TELLS 
US HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THE ARMY WILL BE NEEDED. HOWEVER, 

UNOFFICIAL SOURCES ARE NOT AS OPTIMISTIC AS HE THAT ZAHLE'S 
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TROUBLES ARE OVER. 

5. THE INVOLVEMENT OF ORGANIZED GROUPS WITH THE LOCAL MOSLEMS 
AND CHRISTIANS IS A MATTER OF CONJECTURE. SOME FEDAYEEN 
PRESENCE IN THE BATTLE SEEMS CERTAIN. FATAH IS WIDELY BELIEVED 
TO BE IN THE THICK OF IT, AND THE PRESENCE OF FATAH AND SAIQA 
REPRESENTATIVES ON THE "COMMITTEE OF COORDINATION" TENDS TO 
CONFIRM A DEGREE OF PLO INVOLVMENT. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


THAT UNDISCIPLINED FEDAYEEN GROUPS ARE THE ONES PRINCIPALLY ON 
THE SCENE. A WELL-INFORMED LOCAL IOURNALIST TOLD EMBOFF AUGUST 
29 THAT THE FEDAYEEN WERE NOT HEAVILY COMMITTED TO THE FIGHTING, 
AND THAT THE GROUP CHIEFLY INVOLVED WAS THE PRO-IRAQI ALF, WHICH 
HAD IOINED LOCAL MOSLEMS AND PRO-IRAQI BAATH ELEMENTS AT AN 
EARLY STAGE. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT VARIOUS LEBANESE LEFTIST 
GROUPS, NOT JUST THE PRO-IRAQI BAATH, WERE IN ON THE SHOOTING AT 
DIFFERENT PHASES. ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE BATTLE, IT IS 
EQUALLY CLEAR THAT THE PHALANGE WAS INVOLVED (THOUGH NOT 
MASSIVELY) DESPITE A SEPT 1. DENIAL BY PHALANGE LEADER 
PIERRE GEMAYEL. THE LEADERSHIPS OF GROUPS ON BOTH LEFT AND 
RIGHT ARE DISCLAIMING RESPONSIBILITY IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
NOW CIRCULATING IN THE PRESS 
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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SCCT-01 SY-05 USSS-00 

AID-05 OMB-01 SAM-01 SAB-01 10-10 DHA-02 SSO-OO 

NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

ACDA-05 /100W 

059758 

O P 021605Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6037 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
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DIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
CIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
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6. BEIRUT HAS FELT REPERCUSSIONS FROM THE ZAHLE STRIFE, 

ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO UNMANAGEABLE SECURITY PROBLEM IN 
THE CITY. THERE REPORTEDLY WAS LOCALIZED TENSION AND SOME 
SHOOTING BETWEEN THE AIN AL-RUMMANEH (CHRISTIAN) AND 

CHIAH (PREDOMINATE Y MOSLEM) QUARTERS AUGUST 30, BUT IT DIED 
DOWN. THE MAIN SORE SPOT IN BEIRUT HAS BEEN THE TRAFFIC 
CIRCLE NEXT TO THE SABRA-SHATILA PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMP ON THE 
AIRPORT ROAD. GROUPS OF FEDAYEEN OF UNIDENTIFIED ORGANIZA- 
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TIONAL LOYALTY SET UP ROADBLOCKS THERE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN 
THE PAST FEW DAYS. ONE TRAGEDY RESULTED AUGUST 30 WHEN A 
PASSENGER OF A CAR THAT FAILED TO STOP WAS KILLED AND AT LEAST 
ONE OTHER WOUNDED. STORIES CONFLICT ABOUT THE EXACT CIRCUM 
STANCES. 

7. COMMENT: THE LONGER THE SECURITY FORCES ARE UNABLE TO 
SETTLE THE ZAHLE STRIFE, THE GREATER THE PROBABILITY THAT MAJOR 
TENSION WILL SPREAD TO BEIRUT. AT PRESENT THE CAPTIAL HAS 

SEEN ONLY MARGINALLY AFFECTED, BUT TENSIONS ARE HIGH AND THE 
SECURITY FORCES ARE THINLY COMMITTED THERE. THE SABRA-SHATILA 
TRAFFIC CIRCLE, WHICH IS EFFECTIVELY UNDER PALESTINIAN CONTROL 
WHENEVER THEY WISH TO ASSERT IT, IS CURRENTLY THE GREATEST 
DANGER POINT IN THE ENTIRE CITY. TRAVERSED DAILY BY THOUSANDS 
OF LEBANESE AND FOREIGNERS, IT IS THE ONLY PRACTICAL ROUTE 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE BUSY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. THE GOL 
HAS NOT YET FOUND A SATISFACTORY METHOD OF SECURING IT, EITHER 
THROUGH ASSERTING ITS OWN FORCES OR NEGOTIATION WITH THE PLO. 
BOTH METHODS HAVE DRAWBACKS, SINCE THE FORMER IS APT TO PROVOKE 
SHARP FEDAYEEN COUNTER-ACTION AND THE LATTER LEAVES OPEN THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT FEDAYEEN NOT AMENABLE TO PLO DISCIPLINE WILL 
HOLD THE ROAD HOSTAGE. 

GODLEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTES, RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION, CIVIL DISORDERS, PROGRESS REPORTS, ZAHLE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT1 1043 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750302-0817 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750990/aaaadbsw.tel 

Line Count: 21 1 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 BEIRUT 10906, 75 BEIRUT 10950, 75 BEIRUT 10963 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: ShawDG 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <10 NOV 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ZAHLE SITREP 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



